Gulliver’s Travels

The series of performative meditations coordinated by the director Silviu Purcărete, proposes a unique and novel approach of Jonathan Swift’s work, where fantasy blends with a savage political satire. A number of images presented to the public with an original score by Shaun Davey, composer of the musical suite „Voices from the Merry Cemetery”, explore themes of voyage, dream exile, immigration, emigration, solitude and togetherness. The performance opens with Swift himself, in his last years of life living in an asylum, victim of a continuous degradation of the body and mind, while we can hear the voice of the director, Silviu Purcarete reading a passage from the Fourth Book of „The Gulliver’s Travels”. He returns home after his voyage in the land of the Houyhnhnms – represented on stage by women dressed in horses and by a live horse crossing the stage – the hero feeling only disgust towards his family that remind him of the repellent humanoid yahoos. The events that succeed are part of his dream or nightmare. A child – symbol of innocence - that rides a wooden bicycle in the shape of a horse will be the witness of the yahoo’s horrors. Grotesque characters with swollen abdomens offer their children to a cook to be butchered – idea taken from Swift’s essay „A Modest Proposal for Preventing the Children of Poor People in Ireland from Being Burden to their Parents”, a row of robotic office men that ask for indulgence from the innocent – the child, present in Jonathan’s Swifts writings as the image of God – and finish in a ferocious life and death battle. 
The director uses a number of theatrical tehnic -  the game of shadows, living puppets, all in a contest of dimensions, an aesthetic of underdeveloped or overdeveloped bodies. An essay performance, built and understood in the logic of dreams that brings together Jonathan Swift’s imaginary with the stirring fantasy of the set designer, Dragos Buhagiar, coordinated with a misanthropic intuition by Silviu Purcarete, around the theme of the decay of humanity. 
